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                       Just a Note   
            By Linda Lupton 
 

Five quilt guilds, really?  People can't believe it when I tell them that, 
but here ya go....Redbud (Anderson, daytime) was the first, thanks to 
Dora Utley's persistence in inviting me.  I wonder how many other peo-
ple would say that they were influenced by her?  Then the Indiana 
State Quilt Guild came along, again, thanks to Dora, Mary Galliher, 
Cindy Egly and Marian Shogren. Then Spring Valley (Pendleton, eve-
ning), my home town guild.  Then Evening Star (Anderson, Evening) 
and finally Hoosier Machine Quilters (our longarm group).  Each group 
has its unique flavor, purposes and feel to it.  I get something different 

from each of them.  But the one common thread (pun intended) is fellowship with like-
minded creative people. I love the sense of ahhh, after a particularly fun and educational 
meeting or retreat.  My dearest friends are my quilting peeps.  Did I mention I'm in two 
knitting groups and two book clubs too?  Loving being half-retired.   

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

TONIGHT? 

 

Area Quilt Show  

Participants  

will  

“Show & Tell” their 

submissions 

 

 

Website: eveningstarquiltguild.com 

Meetings are held the 3rd Monday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at  

Eastside Church of God. 
 

Dues are $20 for the first year and 
each year thereafter 

SPRING VALLEY QUILT GUILD QUILT SHOW  

ESQG WINNERS 

Alyce Taylor ~ 2nd place Bed Quilts Applique’ 
 
Ann Fisher ~ 1st Place  Bed Quilts Machine Quilted 
 
Debbie Rundquist ~ 3rd Place Art Quilts 
 
Linda Lupton ~ 2nd Place Art Quilts 
                          2nd Place Longarm Quilting 
 
Nan Hodge ~ 3rd Place Miscellaneous 
 
Peggy Sanqunetti ~ 2nd Place Wall Quilts 
 
Shannon Arnstein ~ Viewer’s Choice 
 
Suzanne Hagan ~ 3rd Place Theme “Let’s Go Crazy” 
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What the judges are judging? 
https://www.apqs.com/what-the-judges-are-judging/ 
 
Judging quilts is not a science any more than judging whose raspberry jam is best. The process includes some com-
monalities to give judges a starting point, but beyond those first measuring sticks the process becomes subjective. 
Every competition, from figure skating to American Idol, has criteria for “technical execution”–did she land the triple 
salchow correctly or is he off key? Quilting criteria also provide means for comparing us to each other in measurable 
ways, reducing the impact of subjectivity and personal bias or preference. 
 
At any given quilt show, the venue or sponsor may influence how the competition is judged. A show aimed at ma-
chine quilters will evaluate the machine quilting more strongly than the piecing. A show geared toward art quilting will 
focus on color, design and layout ahead of quilting stitches. A quilt could win grand prize at one show, and receive 
nothing but smiles from attendees at another. This should not hinder you from entering…it should inspire you to enter 
more shows! 
 
Many shows are judged by “NQA Certified” judges. These men and women go through rigorous training, apprentice-
ships, and evaluations before receiving their certification. Other shows are judged by quilters who have a depth of 
knowledge in the industry but may not be “certified”. Their experience level is their certification. n either case, judges 
need some common ground on which to evaluate quilts before injecting their opinions. 
 
The quilt’s pattern design and elements like color, fabric and thread choices are more subjectively judged. If a quilt 
judge has a penchant for bright fabrics, she may respond more favorably toward a batik quilt over one with civil war 
reproduction fabric. Despite her best efforts to remain “impartial” it is difficult to maintain objectivity 100% of the time. 
 
But some quilting aspects are clearly measurable, and would be recognizable no matter who looks at the quilt. Your 
family and friends will still love you no matter what the judge says about your quilt, and they will also tell you that they 
love your quilt and it’s the best…simply because YOU made it. They don’t care if you whacked off a star point or if the 
borders are wavy. They just want to snuggle under something that reminds them of you. 
 
But you can use the opportunity to have a disinterested party provide input on how to improve your “technical” quilting 
skills. Use the comments you receive from the judging process to become a better quilter. 
 
Here are some of the “measurable” criteria judges use to evaluate quilts in competition: 

 Are blocks square? Is the quilt square? 

 Are points in the piecing chopped off?  

 Do the intersections line up? 

 Are borders straight? 

 Does the quilt edge wave or ripple? 

 Are piecing threads showing? 

 Do seams shadow through light fabric? 

 Are quilting lines straight? 

 If gridwork is used, is it parallel and straight? 

 Are curved stitching lines (or applique edges) smooth? 

 Can you see any starts and stops? 

 Can you feel any knots on the quilt back? 

 Is the tension generally balanced? 

 Is the stitch length consistent? 

 Is the quilting density balanced through the entire quilt 

design? 

 Is back-tracking done well? 

 
Many of these skills you aspire to achieve, anyway. Why not 
enter the show and see what happens? Maybe you’ll be  
toting home a quilt with a big ole’ ribbon on it! 

A Thought from Hollis Chatelaine, Textile Artist

(Facebook) 
 
I know I am opening up a can of worms here.   
 

This morning I decided to just stop thinking about Hurri-
cane Florence and quilt.  It has been two weeks since I 
have been in my studio and as I was quilting  background 
“grass”  I again, started thinking about the AQS show in 
April  where I was one of the judges. 
 

 We saw many, many beautiful and technically wonder-
ful quilts, but, as I thought back on some of the conversa-
tions between the three judges, I can’t help but wonder 
why we are putting so much emphasis on the evenness of 
the stitches, when so many quilters nowadays are using 
sewing machines that automatically make ALL of the 
stitches exactly the same length? 
 

I know that having even stitches has been a priority for 
both hand and machine quilting, since quilting started, 
but we are in a different time now. It seems to me that we 
are honoring the sewing machine more than the quilters. 
 
What do you think? 
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A Speech On Quilting  
 

(continued from last month) 

 

And of course, the reason that there are quilt shops every-

where is because there are quilters everywhere, and I mean 

EVERYWHERE.  A few years ago, Gloria had been visit-

ing her sister-in-law in Kelowna.  While there, she found 

and purchased a Featherweight sewing machine.  I under-

stand that making such a find is a matter of such joy that it 

may eventually attract government taxation.  When it came 

time to fly back to Calgary, Gloria worried about what the 

people at airport security would have to say when she tried 

to take the machine onto the plane.  She need not have been 

concerned.  Now, airport security takes pride in preventing 

me from carrying onto a plane a small squirt of toothpaste 

left in a rolled up toothpaste tube if the tube in which it is 

lodged did at some point in the distant past, contain a pro-

hibited amount of toothpaste.  My spot of toothpaste is a 

national security threat.  However, when it came time for 

Gloria to go through security with the Featherweight, 

which is made of metal and has needles in secret compart-

ments, airport security came to a standstill.  Why?  Were 

they about to confiscate the machine, and detain the person 

who dared to try to board with it?  Of course not.  They 

gathered around it in awe and admiration, asking Gloria 

questions about where she had found it, and expressing ad-

miration for her good fortune in finding it.  And why did 

Gloria get such warm treatment when I am shunned for try-

ing to maintain some degree of oral hygiene?  Well, the 

answer is obvious; the assembled airport security staff were 

all quilters, complete with the secret handshake. 

 

Maybe I should have twigged to what was happening when 

the washing of all this fabric led to having to replace our 

washing machine, which was clearly not designed for such 

industrial use.  Now, let me pause here.  I understand that 

there is an intense debate within your world about whether 

or not fabrics should be washed upon purchase.  I do not 

wish to be caught in any cross-fire between the two camps, 

for all I know, as an outsider, I may not be authorized to 

even know of the controversy.  I do suspect that if men were 

making the decision, quilting would involve a lot less fabric 

washing and a lot more beer drinking.  

 

I did eventually discover where all the fabric went.  It went 

into drawers, cupboards, shelves, and, eventually it com-

pletely filled up a closet, which took up one full wall in Glo-

ria's newly built "sewing room".  What we now call Gloria's 

"sewing room", we used to call "the basement".  
 

(to be continued next month)                               

 

http://kaythesewinglawyer.blogspot.co.uk/2015/06/a-speech

-on-quilting.html                                                             

WENDY SHEPPARD! 
 

The Evening Star Quilt Guild is pleased to announce "An Evening with Author 

and Designer Wendy Sheppard!" Wendy will present a trunk show featuring 

many of her stunning quilts and share her journey in the wonderful world of 

quilting! 

 

When:  Wednesday, October 3, 2018 

Where:  Mill Creek Center, Chesterfield, Indiana 

Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Cost:  $2.00  Evening Star Guild members have free admission! 

Please contact Sherry McConnell @ 765-642-6969 or by e-mail: fam.mcconnell@gmail.com to make your 

reservation!  

 

Quilting Design Workshop ~ Evening Star members will have the opportunity to take a workshop with 

Wendy on Thursday, October 4 from 9 a.m. to Noon.  This is an exciting workshop covering quilting de-

sign and a new way to look at our quilts.  No machines will be needed. Workshop Fee:  $20.00.  Member 

Betty Lloyd, Workshop Chairman will have more details at the meeting! 
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Quilt Expressions 
 

12514 Reynolds Dr.  Fishers, IN 46068       
(317)913-1816 

Located at the corner of 37 & 126th 
 

3000+ bolts of modern/contemporary fabric including the 
best collection of batiks in  the midwest!  
 

Large 40% off sale area & specials.  
 

Ongoing classes for all ages & skill levels. 
 

Authorized Brother & Floriani Dealer. 
    

*** 
 Bring ad for 20% off one notion, book or 1+ yard  fabric. 
 

 (excludes sale items, machines & machine accessories, Evening embroidery 
       designs & ScanNCut) one coupon per member Evening Start Quilt Guild) 

 

 
 

What’s a meeting without snacks? 
 

 

September 

Donna Hartman, Rita Shively,  

Betty Lloyd, Janice Dean  

October 

Susan Freeman,Jean Lightfoot-Faris,  

Melanie Clawson, Jane Richardson                    
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Vanna Girls 
September ~ Jean Lightfoot-Faris,  

Connie Corrie 

October ~ Eleanor Hickman, Suzanne Hagan 
 

Sign-In Table 
September ~ Patsy Bemish, Kandye Lawler 

October ~ Cathy Goins, Shirley Goodman 

Deadline for newsletter items is 
the 2nd Monday of each month. 

Some websites and you tube channels that offer free  

webinars or videos: 
 

http://jordanfabrics.com 
https://www.handiquilter.com/webinar/ 
http://www.quiltinaday.tv/tv/live.asp 
http://www.bernina.com/en-US/Events-US/Webinars 
http://www.sulky.com/education-events/sewing-online-with-sulky-sos/ 
https://www.superiorthreads.com/videos/ 
http://www.quiltingismytherapy.com/ 
https://www.youtube.com/user/FonsandPorter/playlists 
https://www.youtube.com/user/FatQuarterShop 
https://www.youtube.com/user/SewVeryEasy 
https://www.youtube.com/user/ShabbyFabrics 
https://www.youtube.com/user/MissouriQuiltCo 
http://quiltville.blogspot.com/p/videos.html 
https://jinnybeyer.com/blog/ 
https://www.apqs.com/ 

Don’t forget …  
we are continuing our  "fill 
up the jar" campaign to help 

the food bank.  

On The Road Again…… 

 

September 20-22 Original Sewing & 

Quilt Expo,  

Cincinnati OH sewingexpo.com  

September 21-22 Quilt Connection Guild Two-day 

quilt show, September 21, 9:00 am to 4 pm & Septem-

ber 22, 9:00 am to 3 pm. Many unique quilts, demonstra-

tions, items for sale.   


